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Proposed Senate Resolution No. 1178

Introduced by Senator Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel HI

A RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SYMPATHY AND SINCERE 

CONDOLENCES OF THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES ON 

THE DEATH OF DR. HENRY LIM BON LIONG

1 WHEREAS, Henry Lim Bon Liong, Filipino businessman who
2 was the ehief exeeutive offieer of Sterling Paper Group of Companies,
3 S.P. Properties, Inc., and SL Agritech Corporation, died peacefully on
4 August 2, 2024, at the age of 72;
5
6 WHEREAS, born to Chinese immigrant parents. Dr. Lim’s early
7 life was steeped in the values of hard work and perseverance. His father,
8 Lim Seh Leng, arrived in the Philippines at the age of 11, while his
9 mother, Maria Co Chiao Ti Lim, was born in the country. Dr. Lim grew

10 up in Malabon and later moved to Binondo, the heart of Manila’s
11 Chinatown. Despite the challenges of being a first-generation Filipino-
12 Chinese, Dr. Lim’s upbringing was rooted in Chinese cultural heritage
13 while embracing the Filipino way of life. His father’s initial small
14 business in bookbinding and photo album manufacturing served as the
15 foundation upon which Dr. Lim would eventually build his own
16 successful career1;
17

1 JULES VIVAS. Remembering Dr. Henry Lim Bon Liong, a pillar of the FiUpino-Chinese 
community. Manila Bulletin. Aug 3, 2024. <https://mb.com.ph/2024/8/3/remembering-dr- 
henry-lim-bon-liong-a-piIlar-of-the-filipino-chinese-community>
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WHEREAS, Dr. Lim is chairman of the Sterling Paper Group of 

Companies, which is engaged in various businesses like paper products, 
school and office supplies, real estate and agribusiness. It was under his 

leadership when the company expanded into agribusiness through the 

incorporation of SL Agritech Corp., for the purpose of promoting the 

development, commercialization and growth of hybrid rice technology2;

WHEREAS, Dr. Lim was an exemplary philanthropist, a respected 

business and civic leader, the ‘Father of Philippine Hybrid Rice’ and a 

dynamic advocate for Philippine agriculture. Dr. Lim’s efforts to achieve 

Philippine rice self-sufficiency by pioneering hybrid rice technology from 

China have benefitted millions of Filipino farmers1;

WHEREAS, Dr. Lim also played a pivotal role in fostering closer 

ties between the Philippines and China. He acted as an intermediary for 

the Philippine government in receiving the first delivery and donation of 

one million anti-COVlD vaccines from the Chinese government4;

WHEREAS, during his term as President of the Federation of 

Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc. (FFCCCll), 
the FFCCCll swiftly responded to various national crises, providing relief 

during natural disasters like earthquakes, typhoons, and volcanic 

eruptions, as well as during the Marawi siege. The Federation’s network 

of chapters across the country enabled them to provide swift aid during 

natural and man-made disasters. During the Marawi siege. Dr. Lim 

personally sent containers of his Dona Maria rice to support the soldiers 

and civilians affected by the conflict5;

WHEREAS, Dr. Lim emphasized the importance of diplomacy and 

collaboration over conflict. He envisioned a fully integrated Filipino- 

Chinese community contributing to the nation’s growth while preserving

2 Louella Desiderio. Henry Lim lion Liang, Father of Philippines Hybrid Rice, 72. The 
Philippine Star. August 4, 2024.
<https://www.philstar.eom/headlines/2024/08/04/2375279/henry-lim-bon-liong-father- 
philippines-hybrid-rice-72>

Quoting former Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry Inc. 
president Cecilio Pedro in Desiderio, supra at 2.
4 Supra at 2.
5 Supra at I.
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their cultural heritage. He dreamed of a prosperous Philippines where the 

agricultural sector thrives, and the country stands as a model of success6;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE
OF THE PHILIPPINES, to express, as it hereby expresses, its profound 

sympathy and sincere condolences on the death of Dr. Henry Lim Bon 

Liong.

Resolved, further. That a copy of this Resolution be furnished to his 

family.

Adopted,

V ' \   V v>
AQUILINO “KOKO” PIMENTEL HI

Supra at 1.


