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RESOLUTION
AMENDING SECTION 42 RULE XIV OF THE RULES OF THE SENATE 

PERTAINING TO THE CONDUCT OF SESSIONS

Whereas, Article VI Section 16 (3) of the 1987 Constitution provides that 
"[E]each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its Members for 
disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of all its Members, 
suspend or expel a Member. A penalty of suspension, when imposed, shall not exceed 
sixty days."

Whereas, the Constitutional power of each House to promulgate its own rules 
has already been affirmed, recognized, and settled by the Supreme Court in the case
of AquiUno Q. Pimentel Jr. et ai vs Senate Committee of the Whole 
represented by Senate President Juan Ponce Enriie/ G.R. No. 187714, March 
8, 2011, and further reiterated in the case of Edcei C. Lagman et ai vs Senate 
President AquiUno "Koko" Pimentel III et ai, GR No. 235935, February 6,

where it was held that:

"The Constitutional right of the Senate to promulgate its own rules of 
proceedings has been recognized and affirmed by this Court.

Thus: First Section 16(3), Article VI of the Philippine Constitution states:
"Each House shall determine the rules of its proceedings."

This provision has been traditionally construed as a grant of full 
discretionary authority to the House of Congress in the formulation, 
adoption and promulgation of its own rules. As such, the exercise of this 
power is generally exempt from judicial supervision and interference, 
except on a clear showing of such arbitrary and improvident use of the 
power as will constitute a denial of due process.



XXX. The issue partakes of the nature of a political question which, 
under the Constitution, is to be decided by the people in their sovereign 
capacity, or in regard to which full discretionary authority has been 
delegated to the legislative or executive branch of the government. 
Further, pursuant to his constitutional grant of virtually unrestricted 
authority to determine its own rules, the Senate is at liberty to alter or 
modify these rules at any time it may see fit, subject only to the 
imperatives of quorum, voting and publication.23

The only limitation to the power of Congress to promulgate its own rules 
is the observance of quorum, voting, and publication when required. As 
long as these requirements are complied with, the Court will not interfere 
with the right of Congress to amend its own rules."

Whereas, the 1987 Constitution and Section 42 Rule XIV of the Rules specified 
instances wherein both Houses of Congress are required to meet jointly, such as 
convening of Congress once every year on the fourth Monday of July for its regular 
session to hear the State of the National of the President, declaration of a state of 
war, opening of certificates of canvas for Presidential Elections, and revocation of a 
proclamation of martial law;

Whereas, other than the instances mentioned in the aforecited Constitutional 
provisions and Senate Rules, there is no existing provision as to when or how the 
Senate should participate or attend in any joint session called by the House of 
Representatives. Now, Therefore be it

Resolved, as it is hereby resolved, by the Senate of the Philippines, To
amend Section 42 in Rule XIV of the Rules of the Senate, to read as follows:

"SECTION 42. XXX
(A) XXX

(B) [DETERMINE THE VALIDITY OF THE PROCLAMATION OF 
MARTIAL LAW OR THE SUSPENSION OF THE PRIVILEGE OF THE
WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
PHILIPPINES, OR] TO REVOKE SUCH THE PROCLAMATION OF 
MARTIAL LAW OR SUSPENSION OF THE PRIVILEGE OF HABEAS 
CORPUS, OR EXTEND THE SAME IF THE INVASION OR 
REBELLION SHALL PERSIST AND PUBLIC SAFETY REQUIRES IT;

(C) DECLARE THE EXISTENCE OF A STATE OF WAR.



EXCEPT WHEN THE CONGRESS CONVENES JOINTLY TO HEAR THE 
STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS OR ACT AS PRESIDENTIAL BOARD 
OF CANVASSERS AFTER A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, THE SENATE'S 
PARTICIPATION IN A JOINT SESSION FOR ITS NON-PERIODIC 
CONSTITUTIONAL DUTIES SHALL BE AUTHORIZED BY A RESOLUTION 
DULY ADOPTED BY A MAJORITY OF ITS MEMBERS, COPY FURNISHED 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Adopted.

TOL" N. TOLENTINO
Senator

RONALD "BATO" DELA ROSA
Senator


