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In tro d u ced by SEN. WIN GATCHALIAN

AN ACT
GRANTING PRESIDEN T RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE EMERGENCY POW ERS,
TO ADDRESS TH E AIR TRA FFIC PROBLEM IN TH E COUNTRY AND
PRESCRIBING T H E MEASURES NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT TH E
O B JEC TIV ES O F TH E NATIONAL POLICY
EXPLANATORY NOTE

The problem with traffic is not merely experienced in EDSA, it extends
even to airports - in the aviation sector, m uch to the consternation of our
partners in the airline industry. Its negative impact on our economy shows
evident dismal results because tourism interest, cargo businesses for local and
imported goods, opportunities for employment and other growth-driven
prospects have either remained static or has decreased in the recent years.
Data shows th at as early as 2012, the D epartm ent of Transportation and
Communications (DOTC) had already known of and has announced several
m easures th at the departm ent is implementing to address runway congestion
issues a t the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) due to the growing air
transport industry in the country. It shows th a t the two runways, the primary
runway 0 6 /2 4 and the secondary runway 13/31 which are intersecting, allows
only lim ite d sim ultaneous operations, hence the clamor for the additional
infrastructure to accommodate a parallel runway.
NAIA’s existing runways can only accommodate an average of 36 events
(takeoffs and landings) per hour, b u t actual scheduled commercial and general
aviation flights, allows to as high as 50 events per hour resulting to a congested
runway th a t causes flight delays and cancellations. Because of this, the
International Air Transport Association (lATA) airport has declared the NAIA as

